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English 9-12 
Room# 201 









Mrs. Porras
2016-2017 Chief Hill Learning Academy 



         Email: Porras.crystal@cusd80.com
 Course Description: English 9-12 are courses designed to develop language, literature, and analysis skills.  Students will study all aspects of literature and writing including Shakespeare, poetry, short stories, drama, literary analysis, expressive writing and persuasive techniques.
Required Materials:

Folder for work, Pencils, Blue and black ink pens for writing assignments and essays

Grades: A 90-100%   B 80-89%   C 70-79%   D 60-69%   F 59% and Below
Grading: 
· A+-




100%

A+ Breakdown:

· Mastery/ Computer essays-
40%

· Final-



20% (Score of 50% or higher to pass class)
· Novel-



15% (Score of 50% or higher on Novel Test to pass class)
· Review-



10% (Score of 60% or higher to progress)
· HW essays-


10%

· Notes-



 5%

Classroom Policy:

All of the school rules, guidelines, and policies will be followed in the classroom.  In addition, students are expected to uphold the following rules of behavior in the classroom:

1. Use appropriate language and behavior—this includes: being respectful, using non offensive language, staying in your seat during the class period and staying on task.
2. Follow classroom procedures.

3. School dress-code will be followed

4. Water is permitted in the classroom, however NO food, drink or gum is allowed.

5. Internet access is restricted to sites pre-approved by the teacher. If a student is on a site not approved by the teacher the student risks failing the class entirely.

6. If a student is not following the classroom policies or procedures the teacher reserves the right to send the student out of the classroom.

7. Students risk failing the class if they are caught cheating or plagiarizing. 
8. Attendance is mandatory, after 7 unexcused absences students risk failing the class per school attendance policy. *Students taking English 9-11 with perfect attendance will have the option of modifying 2 computer essays from their list of lessons. This option is not available to English 12 students. 
9. No music, phones, or electronic devices are permitted during class unless teacher authorized.

Procedures:

· Students will enter the classroom, get their folder, and log in to their assigned computer.
· If a student has a question at any time during the period they may raise their hand or see the teacher. Otherwise the room should remain quiet to avoid distracting other students.
· Students are to log off when the bell rings, Please Do Not Shut Down the Computer.
· Student may use the restroom after the first ten minutes or before the last ten minutes of the class period. They are only allowed one trip to the bathroom.**
· Students must ask for permission and sign out to use the restroom or to get a drink and there is to be only one student out at a time.
CLASS REQUIREMENTS

· NOTES: A minimum of ONE page of notes per lesson is required for this class. Each new section must be labeled with the title of the new lesson. 

· All notes need to include key vocabulary terms, examples, and explanation.
· Notes must be in order and legible….this means the teacher will be able to read them.

· Notes should not include copied test questions and answers from the mastery tests or students risk failing the class due to cheating. 

· If notes do not meet the above criteria they will be handed back to the student to correct.

· LESSONS / ASSIGNMENTS: All portions of the lessons and class (i.e. Mastery tests, Essays, Reviews/Final, Novel and Notes) must be completed in nine weeks or less; otherwise, the student may receive an “F” for the class and be required to take the entire class again. There will not be help on mastery test and review tests. Students may use their notes on mastery tests and review test. 
· REVIEW TESTS must earn a score of 60% or higher to progress to the next lesson. At teacher discretion, students have the opportunity to retake the Review Test once and the highest score will be accepted before moving to the next lesson. It is suggested that students review the previous lessons and improve student notes prior to the retake. 
· COMPUTER ESSAYS: Essays on the computer will be required as part of the lesson score. Essay scores will be averaged with the score from the mastery portion of the lesson. When a student has completed an essay they must notify the teacher through A+ Connector. This will indicate to the teacher the state of the essay and whether or not it is ready to be graded. Essays will be checked on a weekly basis to monitor student progress. Essays must be completed in order to complete the course.
· FINAL EXAM: The final exam must be taken with the English teacher of record. 

· To get credit for this class, you must score a 50% or higher on the Final Exam and Novel Test.
· You have the opportunity to take the Final Exam twice in this class. In order to have the option to re-take the Final Exam, your first attempt must occur on or before December 14, 2016. If you do not take your Final Exam by this date, you lose the option to re-take the Final Exam.
· If you get a 50% or higher on your first attempt and your Mastery and Review Test scores are high enough for you to pass the class, you do not have to take the Final Exam again.
· If you do not get a 50% or higher on your first attempt, you must re-take your 3 lowest Mastery Test Scores and earn a 60% or higher, you may then re-take the Final Exam.
· HOMEWORK: Please note that the homework assignments will be labeled Rough draft, Homework and Literary Analysis. While a good portion of these assignments may be done at home the students will be given time each week to work on them in class, this will allow students to get help and improve their writing. No student should ever sit and struggle with work on their own. The homework essays (Persuasive, Narrative, Argumentative) will need to have a handwritten rough draft (in blue or black ink) and a typed final draft, any exceptions will be at the teacher’s discretion.  Students will use the writing process for these essays.  That means they need to create, use, and submit a Plan /Graphic organizer, Rough draft with evidence of revision and editing, and Final draft. These essays will be scored using The Six Traits of Analytical Writing (as used on the State Standardized tests). Due dates will be on the checklists that are given to students.
· If a student fails to turn in the final draft when it is due the student will fail the course and will have to retake the class in another term.

· NOVEL:  The novel will be an integrated computer component for English classes 9-1 through 12-2. All lessons for the novel must be completed for it to be graded. In addition one three-five paragraph Literary Analysis essay will be required, using a prompt chosen by the instructor. This will be determined by the designated class list and assigned novel.
· To get credit for this class, you must score a 50% or higher on the Novel Test.
· The Literary Analysis Grade will be combined with the novel lesson score depending on the estimated completion length of the novel test.
*Students must work on their assigned class during their scheduled course block. Students are not permitted to work on the class somewhere else without teacher approval or course completion. Students are not permitted to work on another course during their scheduled course time unless their course is complete. 
COURSE COMPLETION:
· Classes are only considered completed and then graded when the following criteria are met:
All lessons are completed
· All required essays have been turned  in including computer essays, Homework Essay prompt, and Novel Literary Analysis
· All parts of the novel unit are completed and turned in

· Completed notes are turned in 

· Final has been completed with a 50% or higher
· All course expectations have been met (pre/post assessments, notes, bell work, quizzes, etc.) at the discretion of the teacher. 

Detach this sheet and return this with a parent’s signature to Mrs. Porras 
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I have read and understand the policies that are stated in Mrs. Porras’ Syllabus.
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_____________________________
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_____________________________   
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